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good, but it was c knowledge of good bought dear by
knowing ill.'
JSTow this machinery is what Christ undertakes to supply.
Philosophers had drawn their pupils from the elite of
humanity; but Christ finds his material among the worst
and meanest, for he does not propose merely to make the
good better but the bad good. And what is his machinery ?
He says the first step towards good dispositions is for a
man to form a strong personal attachment. Let him first
be drawn out of himself. Next let the object of that
attachment be a person of striking and conspicuous good-
ness. To worship such a person will be the best exercise
in virtue that he can have. Let him vow obedience in
life and death to such a person ; let him mix and live with
others who have made the same vow. lie will have ever
before his eyes an ideal of what he may himself become.
His heart will be stirred by new feelings, a new world will
be gradually revealed to him, and, more than this, & new
self within his old self will make its presence felt, and a
change will pass over him which he will feel it most ap-
propriate to call a new birth. This is Christ's scheme
ytated in its most naked form ; we shall have abundant
opportunities in the sequel of expounding it more fully.
Lut if philosophy undertakes to solve the same problem,
what is its method ? By what means docs it hope to
awaken good impulses in hearts that were before enslaved
to bad ones ? By eloquent exhortation perhaps, or by the
examples of life led philosophically. Nay, whatever effect
these instruments may have, they are instnunents of the
same kind as those of Christianity. Example is a personal
influence, and impassioned eloquence works upon the feel-
ings. If we are to exchange Christianity for these, it must

